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Introduction

Research questions
How do black residents
negotiate identity in the face
of displacement and erasure?
What role does memory and
storytelling play in preserving
these histories?

Highlights the ways in which
language becomes a tool for
resistance and remembrance. 

Oberlin pioneers such as
Republican alliance between
Black and White legislators
First plot sold to Jesse Pettiford,
tenant farmer and free Black
Lewis Peck, earliest landowner
to sell to Blacks
James Harris black legislator

Purpose History of Oberlin Oral History Project
“Voices of Oberlin” Art
exhibition and oral histories 
Conducted 27 interviews
through 2020-2021 
Culture town- previous
collection done on black
neighborhoods in Raleigh
(1993)



Historical
Background

Reconstruction Era

Early Black History
 History of slavery and African American history
in the South, the narrative is often presented as
a monolith
Slave narratives as written tool to reclaim
identities that had been stripped away 

Plantation owners sell land to construct
Raleigh’s first neighborhoods
Black population migrate to Raleigh for
economic and political pursuits   



Oral History
Methodology

Ortiz 2021, Fitzgerald

Spatial Idenities 
Blommaert and De Fina 2017,

Bakhtin (1981), Bates and Towne
(2019)

Production of Space
Lefebrve (1991)

Stance
Bucholtz and Hall (2010), Strauss

and Feiz (2014)

Double Voicing
Bakhtin (1984)

Unmapping/Mapping
Schwarz (2023)

Literature review



Theoretical Defintions

Double
Consciousness

divided sense of identity or
self due to a racial or
colonial context

Stance
“the speaker’s or writer’s
feeling, attitude, perspective,
or position as enacted in
discourse” 

Black Spatial
Imaginary 

In the “Wake”
 blackness as a historical and
embodied site, one that is
inscribed with the wounds and
memories of slavery 

Black communities construct
spaces of belonging and
community free from dominant
and exclusionary forces 



Methodology

Participtants 
4 men and 4 women 

Themes
Childhood, Education, Intra-Community,
Extra-Community, Religion,
Redevelopment, Commnunity values
and morals

Focus on Education, Racism,
Redevelopment

Softwares
Otter and Soundcloud

Interviewer
Michael Williams- writer, community builder,
designer



Map of Oberlin Village by
Ruth Little and Andrew

Edmonds, 2020 overlaid on
City of Raleigh and Wake

County iMAPS



Findings/Results
Education  | Racism  | Redevelopment

01.



Education

Epistemic stance: “They all saw that as the way out”
Shift to affective stance “struggle”
“Hey”- to mark a double-voicing, voices of the
community
Education as a means of survival
Education symbolizes path to independence
Education provided via institution vs education via
elders and community

Excerpt from Andrew Hinton Transcript



Racism

Affective stance through the voice of her grandfather; solidarity
Positions herself against the university as an institution
Lines 5-6:  signals how the injustice and prejudice experiences
permanently defines her stance against the school across time. 
Identity markers such as “N word” (line 1-2) and “a man is a man” 
The laundry room indexes lower income status

Excerpt from Andria Fields Transcript



Redevelopment

Epistemic stance
Line 1, “production of space” intervening with dominant
narratives
double voicing: to insert himself into this personal narrative
but also provide a voice from the community
“Mapping” as a oppressive spatial tool
2021 renaming Cameron Village ⟶ Village District

Excerpt from Joseph Holt Transcript



Discussion
Summary of Findings

Usage of stance to disalign with certain
institutions (Andria choosing to disalign from NC
State)
disaligning with labels to distance themselves
from certain spatial identities 
Double-voicing used to critique social structures
but also used to be a voice of the community

Black body as a Historic
Site 

 Black life has been viewed as bound
by temporal constraints to white
spaces, Black life has historically had
to change and fluidly move through
time as Black spaces do

Afterlife of slavery (Sharpe 2016)

Narratives and Stories
Giving “oral histories” back to the communities.
Elders use their own form of oral history to transmit
knowledge and “map” their communities. Pictures,
bibles, heirlooms. 



Conclusion
“Defending the dead” (Sharpe 2016)

Combating “conceieved spaced”
through “unmapping” colonial

narratives
“Black Spatial Imaginary”- a vessel that

builds on concepts of solidarity,
continuity and resistance



Remembering Black history is not simply
renaming buildings, landmarks, and streets, it is
listening, documenting, upholding the narrative

that gets left behind.

Ending Remarks


